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1. Introduction  

A proper name is a noun or noun phrase that designates a particular 

person, place or object, such as George Washington, Valley Forge, 

and the Washington Monument. A common noun, on the other 

hand, is not a particular place or thing, such as a president, a military 

encampment or a monument. Proper names are uppercase in 

English. 

 

2.  Names with Articles 

One of the most important concepts to which we will be returning to 

throughout this work is that, in English, identifying the class membership 

of content or lexical words is not always easy because form is not always 

equal to function. Let‘s review this concept by looking at the two 

sentences below with the word harm, which, depending upon context, can 

change its function. In Sentence 1- harm is a noun referring to a thing. In 

Sentence 2- harm is a verb referring to an action. Context is what allows 

us to distinguish the class to which the word harm belongs. 

1- The harm was minimal. (Noun)  

2- The drug harmed more than it helped. (Verb)  (De Capua, 2008: 45). 

 

In Sentences 1- and 2-, the context shows us two different functions of 

harm, based on its different sentence positions.  In Sentence 1-, harm 

follows the noun signal the nominalist and comes before the verb was. 

Harm is in what we call subject position. In Sentence 2-, harm is no 

longer in subject position.  After the noun drug, the subject of the verb 
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Instead, we see that harm comes after, harm. Some words, as we will see, 

clearly belong to one class. However, even if a word clearly belongs to a 

particular class, this does not automatically guarantee the function of that 

word. The words rich and poor, for instance, are words that fit a 

descriptive word or an adjective, Plants grow in rich soil. 4- Plants don‘t 

grow in poor soil. In both Sentences 3- and 4-, the adjectives rich and 

poor describe the noun soil. They tell us in what kind of soil plants grow 

or do not grow. In the next two sentences, however, rich and poor are still 

adjectives, but they are functioning as something else :The rich have a 

good life. 6- The poor have a hard life In 5- Sentences 5- and 6- the 

adjectives rich and poor are in the sentence position where we normally 

expect a noun (to the left of the verb) and are indeed functioning as nouns 

and as the subjects of the verb have. As Sentences 1- through 6- illustrate, 

in English membership in a particular form class does not automatically 

determine grammatical function because the same form may have 

different functions. Remember, form is not necessarily equal to function 

(ibid.: 46). 

 

2.2 Articles in English Grammar  

It is often difficult to decide whether an English noun needs an article 

before it, and, if so, which article (a/an/the) to use. The main things to 

consider when choosing an article are whether or not the noun is 

countable, and whether it is definite. Countability means that the noun 

can be made plural, e.g. book/books. This is something you can check in 

learner‘s dictionary of English. Whether a noun is definite or indefinite 

depends on whether you and your reader or listener know what you are 

referring to. The following pages give you some guidelines on what 

makes a noun countable and/or definite. We do not need an article if a 
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noun is plural or uncountable and it is not definite.. Women generally live 

longer than me 

3. Articles are difficult to use* 

4. *Paint is hard to remove.  

 

2.3 Indefinite article (a/an) 

If the noun is singular and countable, and this is the first time you have 

mentioned it, then you will usually need the indefinite article: 

I bought a book – we do not know which book. 

There is a bird outside – we do not know anything about the bird. 

Measurements and rates also take the indefinite article: Three times a 

week 

If the noun starts with a vowel sound, then the article an is used: an ear, 

an uncle, an hour 

If the noun starts with a consonant sound, then the article (a) is used: a 

school, a university 

 

2.4 Definite article (the) 

If your reader or listener understands what you are referring to, then you 

will usually need the  

Definite article: 

I bought a book last week. The book is about trees. 

(You have just mentioned the book, so you both know which one.) 
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The bride wore a lovely dress. 

(You have not mentioned the bride before, but you both know she is 

connected to the wedding.) 

Some things are taken to be common knowledge in English and therefore 

take the definite article: 

Decades – He was born in the 1920s. 

Currencies –The dollar is getting stronger against the pound. 

Superlatives and ordinals – The second book in the series is the best. 

Oceans, seas and many rivers –The Nile flows into the Mediterranean. 

Plural or ‗united‘ countries – The Maldives are much smaller than the 

United States of America. 

Adjectives used as nouns – The poor will always be a challenge for the 

rich in any country. 

Many organizations –The World Health Organization has a detailed 

definition of health. 

A scientific categorization – The zebra is native to Africa. 

A symbol – The Merlion is a symbol of Singapore. 

Unique people, places or things – The prime minister said she would call 

a conference on changes affecting the  
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1. Division of Names with no Articles 

 

2.1 Personal Names  

Several scholars have studied African personal names and alluded to their 

connection to the grammar of a language. Early studies on African names 

were carried out by European anthropologist like Pritchard (1940), 

Beattie (I957), Middleton (I961), and Levi- Strauss (1966) in the first half 

of the nineteenth century. These scholars were intrigued by African 

names which they saw as different from European names due to their 

ability to carry and convey different types of messages (Levi-Strauss 

1966). Some of the messages that were borne by these names included 

characteristics and behaviors of people, socio-economic and political 

attributes customs and traditions (Tonkin 1980:653). Scholars have 

decried the lack of interest by linguists on African onomastics (Lipka, 

2000). Recently however, interest in African names especially their 

linguistic forms has risen with west. 

 

African and south African scholars such as Mohome (1972), Akinnaso 

(1980), Suzman (1994), Essien (2000) and Koopman (2002) leading the 

pack. Akkinasso (1980)1 studied Yoruba names and discussed briefly 

about the structure of those names. According to him, African 

names:―Have special characteristics, a complex linguistic and semantic 

structure that is generally related to the African value system.‖ (Akinnaso 
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1980: 276) Akinnaso (1980) found that Yoruba names were derived from 

nouns, noun phrases or complete sentences. Essien (2000) studied Ibibio 

names and concluded that the names were a reflection of Ibibio grammar. 

In East Africa, Kimenyi (1977),  Muzale (1998) and Rubanza (2000) 

have described the structure of names in their languages namely 

Kinyarwanda, Haya and Ha. Makanda (2006) also studied the structure of 

names among the Luloogoli of Kenya and described in detail the rules of 

word formation that were operational in Luloogoli personal names. These 

studies on personal names conducted in other contexts.(2) 

 

2.2 Geographical Names 

2.2.1 What are geographical names? 

They are the names of features on the earth that are natural, or man made 

and adapted, and they can be populated or unpopulated. 

Mountains and islands 

We use the with the names of some mountains: the Matterhorn, the 

Jungfrau. 

We do not use the if the name includes Mount or Mountain: Mount 

Olympus, Brokeback Mountain. 

We often refer to some mountains just by their name without the: Everest, 

Kilimanjaro, Snowdon. 

We usually use the before the names of ranges of mountains and groups 

of islands: the Dolomites, the Himalayas, the Rockies, the Bahamas, the 

Florida Keys, the Canaries. 

Deserts, oceans and seas 

We usually use the before the names of deserts, oceans and seas. We 

often leave out the word desert, ocean or sea: the Sahara or the Sahara 
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Desert, the Atlantic or the Atlantic Ocean, the Mediterranean or the 

Mediterranean Sea. 

Cities, countries and continents 

We don‘t use the with the names of cities, countries or continents: Paris, 

Tokyo, France, Peru, Africa, Asia. 

A small number of country names include the: The United Kingdom, The 

USA, The United Arab Emirates, The Netherlands. 

Lakes 

We don‘t usually use the with the names of lakes. We often use the 

word Lake before the name: Lake Como, Lake Michigan, Lake Geneva, 

Lake Tahoe. 

2.2.2 Functions of Provincial Geographical Names 

● A PGNC is responsible for advising local authorities and working with 

them in ensuring that they apply the principles of the SAGNC to the 

names under their jurisdiction. 

● A PGNC makes recommendations to the SAGNC on the names of 

geographical features that fall within its provincial boundaries. It should 

do preparatory work for the submission of names to the SAGNC, and is 

responsible for seeing to it that local communities and other stakeholders 

are adequately consulted. 

● A PGNC liaises with the SAGNC on promoting research and ensuring 

that unrecorded names are collected. 

 

2.3 Temporal names 

Temporal names like names of days of the week, months or recurrent 

festive days will not be seen as true proper names. The fact that there is 

one Monday each week, one month of June and one Good Friday each 
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year suggests that 'Monday,' 'June' and 'Good Friday' do not really 

designate unique temporal events but rather categories of events, and 

therefore are not true proper names." 

 

2.3.1 Examples of TEMPORAL Nouns in a Sentence 
1. The struggle of the dispersed Tibetan people is made all the more 

newsworthy by the nonviolent emphasis of their spiritual 

and temporal leader, the Nobel Peace laureate Dalai Lama, who 

lives in exile in  

2. By eschewing history and politics, The Last Train From 

Madrid leeches war of its particular temporal context, providing an 

eight-year-old with his first glimpse of war as eternal anonymous 

suffering. — 

3. … each in their own way wanted an authority which could both 

uphold the law and maintain the order of society; once the first age 

was over, the consequence of this was the de factoseparation 

between those who maintained the law … and the men of the sword 

who had the power to enforce temporal order. — 

4. The history of life is not a continuum of development, but a record 

punctuated by brief, sometimes geologically instantaneous, 

episodes of mass extinction and subsequent diversification. The 

geological time scale maps this history, for fossils provide our chief 

criterion in fixing the temporal order of rocks. — 
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3.Conclusion 
 

       Nouns are partly or fully fixed expressions that 

become established through certain grammatical-

dependent use. Names without articles can be in different 

forms and lexical relations (such as synonymy) or they can 

be in no linguistically defined relation excepting their 

appearance together. Moreover, proper names have a set 

of features that typically accompany a word, namely 

known as the componential features. The size of this 

range   is determined by a word's level of specificity and 

number of meanings. 

      

      What makes names without articles an interesting area 

for language teaching is violating the grammatical ties 

between nouns and other words in a sentence. 

Furthermore, it should be acknowledged that nouns are 

both indispensible and problematic for English language 

foreign learners including Arab students and they 

therefore should play vital role in the second language 

teaching. Especially at an advanced level. 
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